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 … AND GIVE THEM GOOD AND WHOLESOME INSTRUCTION…             

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BUILDING MASONRY 

 

 F 

- STATED MEETING AND 

DINNER. DINNER AT 6:30 PM.  LODGE OPENS AT 

7:30 PM 
 

Elkhart York Rite.  Stated Meeting.  7:00 PM. At 

Kane Lodge Hall, Elkhart.

Mishawaka No. 83, R.A.M.   Stated Meeting.  

Dinner at 6:00 PM.  Chapter convenes at 7:00 PM.  At the 

Mishawaka No. 130 Lodge Hall. 
 

Open. 
 

Plymouth Chapter, RAM.  Dinner at 6:45 PM.   

Chapter convenes at 7:30 PM.  At Plymouth. 
 

South Bend, AASR.  7:00 PM.  At the  

Scottish Rite Cathedral in South Bend. 
 

Executive Committee Meeting.  6:30PM.   At the 

Lodge Hall.   
 

Zanzibar Grotto.  6:30 PM.  
 

Open. 
 

 Refreshment at Wings, Etc.  6:30 PM.

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNCIL OAK LODGE 

NO. 745 WISHES ALL 

OF OUR BRETHREN, 

WHERESOEVER 

DISPERSED, A 

JOYOUS HOLIDAY 

SEASON FILLED 

WITH LOVE AND 

BROTHERHOOD! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

FROM THE BROTHERHOOD 
Broken Column:  None. 
 
WM Rodney Strozewski had three mini strokes in 

the third week of November.  He is out of the 

hospital and recovering quite nicely! 
 
WB Tom Dolly has had a second hip surgery on at 

the end of November.  He is currently in re-hab and 

hopes to be back with us soon! 
 
Pray for the Vaughn Brothers who are 

experiencing various illnesses and surgeries.  Also, 
Bro. David has a new address:  

 Brookdale 

 17441 State Rd 23, Room 138 

 South Bend, IN 46635-1786  
  
Please be in Prayer for our Country, our Service 

Men and Women and our 1st Responders! 
 
December Birthdays:  3rd –Aaron Koziel;  

4th - Leonard Trowbridge; 15th – James Barnes; 

17th - Anthony Meller; 18th – William Ralstin; 21st 

–Colton Eads and the 22nd – Paul Rudbeck; 
 
Give these Brothers a call and wish them a 

Happy Birthday or Best Wishes!! 

 

 
 
 
 
              
 

COUNCIL OAK LODGE OFFICERS - 2025 
WORSHIPFUL MASTER: Rodney Strozewski, 574.261.9701;  SENIOR WARDEN: Charles Yost, 785.317.5176; ;  JUNIOR WARDEN: Thomas Dolly, PM, 574.514.9499;   

TREASURER: James Gillen, PM;  SECRETARY:  Anthony Meller, PM, ameller31@yahoo.com;  SENIOR DEACON: Colton Eads;  JUNIOR DEACON: James Arrvia;   
SENIOR STEWARD:  Austin Raab;  JUNIOR STEWARD: Carl Sabinas, PM; CHAPLAIN: Terrence Vukovits;  TYLER:  Rodney Strozewski, PM;  TYLER EMERITUS: David Vaughn;   

TRUSTEES:  David Wood, Michael Koziel and Kyle Dolby;  PROPERTY MANAGER:  Rodney Strozewski, PM; TRESTLE BOARD EDITOR: David Wood, PM, 574.286.5686, dwood52281@aol.com  

                     
 PENALTIES  John S. Nagy 
 
A Brother Asks: How does a Brother say, "yes" to the Penalties of his Obligation? 
  
Response: A Brother says, "yes to the Penalties", whenever... 
 
1. His Words prove to have no Value thus Rendering his Tongue useless, (EA WORK!) 
2. His Heart is shown not to be in what he is doing thus Rendering his Heart useless, (FC WORK!) and 
3. His Head and his Heart are shown to be torn in two different direction, thus Rendering him useless, (MM WORK!). 
Although presented as only symbolic, the penalties are allegorical for the reality that is self-inflicted by the person violating his 
Obligations upon himself. 
 
Let's make this personal.  They were revealed to you so that you would... 
 
1. Know what occurs by your own hand when you manifest the above conditions; 
 
o Your Words and Deeds are out of Integrity.  Your Words can no longer be trusted. 
o Your Heart is uninvolved in what you do.  Your Heart can no longer be trusted. 
o Your Head and Heart are in Conflict and you're Torn in two unsupportive Directions. You can no longer be trusted. 
 
2. Understand clearly that others shall... 
 
o No longer "listen to you" or "place any value in your words".  Your words shall have no weight and they shall not be taken 
seriously.  They shall know better than to listen to you.  The world shall shun you as a man unable to speak with Integrity. 
o No longer place trust in you.  Your Heart has been proven to not be involved in what you do.  Anything you might commit 
to or be involved in will clearly be done in a heartless manner.  They shall know better than to have you involved or take serious 
what you commit to.  The World shall shun you as a man whose Heart is not Involved. 
o No longer invest in you when you show the world that your Head and Heart are in conflict with each other and you're being 
pulled in two entirely different directions.  The world shall shun you as a man unable to be totally invested due to your lack of 
integrity and your torn being. 
If it is not clear to you yet, let me say it more plainly:  When you violate your obligations, you self-impose any one of the three 
penalties upon your self.  No one else is involved.  They don't have to be.  You do all the work yourself.  
 
 But, know this too.  Others are impacted negatively by your violations and will not want any part of your impact into the future.  It is most unfortunate that both insiders and outsiders to the Craft 
have no idea that these are what is meant by "Only Symbolic".  Far too many people are Symbolically Illiterate.  They take Allegorical things as Literal and not Figurative, as Allegory is meant to be 
taken.  As a result of this manner, you have entire cross-sections of society being swept away in ignorant conclusions, like "these are blood oaths!" and actions that have no basis in reality.   They are 
not bloody oaths.  They are SYMBOLIC OATHS and treating them in any other manner is a purposeful bastardization of what is offered.  Anyone interpreting them literally is either ignorant or is 
deliberately trying to mislead those who are. 
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